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V.
THE LAIR.

Tle taing’ the w
To their pure and sparkling fountiina exultingly | ecme ;

Where blesk and towering summits invede the dark bloe

sky,
And o'er their rudest ridges upon my steol | iy "
Dickson.

The Monday succeeding the marriage of Bri-
tannia and the General wss a glorious day. The
sun rose in cloudless splendor, gilding the sum-
wits of the Alleghanies and throwing their shad-
ows broad und black upon the valleys. And sll
this sublime beauty of earth and sky was re-
flected and duplicated in the dismond-clear

waters !

The songs of myriads of birds mingled with
the lsogh of a thousand rivulets and the shouts
of many cataracta. And all this grand harmony
wis repeated and reéchoed from cavern, rock,
snd glen !

It was a glorious, jubilant morning !

Above all this thunder of music was sometimes
heard a clear, strong, ringing mote! It was the
passing shout of Gertrude Lion, ss she cleared
un 6w ful chasm, or gained a lofty peak !

The passage of the Mad river through a de-
file of the Alleghanies is one of the most sublime
and terrific scemes in mature. Upon this all-
glorious mornivg the travelling carriage of young
F'robisher wound slowly up the ascent of this
most fearfal pass. The young man had left The
'sle of Rays on Saturday—had reached the ham-
It of the Peaks, from whence he had set out
this morning, with the intention of continuing
Lis journey. He had left the village of the Peaks
some miles behind, when his horses began to
struggle up this steep, rugged, and perilous
sscent. Frobisher looked out upon this wild
scene with all an artist’s enthusinsm, thought-
less of danger.

Here the rocks seemed to have yawned apart
to admit the passage of the river, or, rather, to
Lave started apart, aghast at the frenzy of the

torrent that tore o passage through their erags,
and hurried, howling, leaping, and rebounding,
into the ahyus far below !

More and more difficult and dangerous became
the ascent of this pass, until, having gained the

s are? Dl Ao Bbser or we cate-

racts, cAme & ory :

“Srop, on vour Laves!
road ! ¥

The young man put his head from the carriage
window, and caught a glimpse, high upon the
precipice across the torrent, of a golden-haired
Amazon in a blue riding-dress, npon a gigantic
white horse,

“Sror oN vour Lives! Diata 15 merore
vou!” ghe shouted again, with frantic gestures,
It was too late! With rapidly accelerating ve-
locity the carrisge, rolling, pitching, and rebound-
ing, thundered down tire precipice, and was dashed
to atoms on the rocks of the abyss!

Clesring the chasm by & fiying bound, Ger-
trude Lion sprang from her horse, and, leaping
from peak to peak, precipitated herself down to
the scene of death below.

With scowling precipices above, and overhang-
ing cliffs around, and jagged rocks below, pitch
dark was the cavernous ubyss but*for one strong
gleam of sunlight, that, striking through a cleft
in the rocks, fell red upon the ghastly wreek, a
mingled heap of broken shafts and wheels, erush-
el snd writhing horses, aud dead and dying
men !

One iustant, aghast with horror, Gertrude
#400d, then she sprang to the spot! The horses
wers convulsed in their last death throes. The
conchman lay with his head crushed. The form
of the valet waa shattered out of every resem-
blance to humanity. She ssw all this at a glance.
A second look showed her the form of & young
wan, with bis bead, shoulders, and arms, droop-
ing backwards over the broken windows of the
carrings. He hung there, pallid, still, and rigid.
This might be from a concussion or & sW0OD—
there was no proof of death, at least. She saw
that, and hastened to render assistance where
alone it could be wvailable, if any, to him. She
took hold of his shoulders and tried to draw
him oat of the carringe. Finding that a part
of the timbers had been crushed upon his form,
she let him go, snd went to work with her
strong hands and hunting-knife until she had
cat, torn, and wrenched an opening large enough

You have missed the

to draw him through. She took him in her pow-
erful arms, and laid his helpless head over her
robust shoulders, and her fine, fierce eyes rolled
from precipice to peak, and from rock to torrent,
in search of a dry, smooth spot on which to lay
the mangled form. She saw mothing of the sort
until her eyes fell upon the spot near her feet,
where the valet and the coachman lay in a heap

with the horses—all still in death.

She laid her barden geatly down, ani with s
“Poor fellows!" bestowed impartially upon men
and horses, she stooped, and, with her great
strength, succeeded in stretching them out, and
arranging them into s sort of bed, to keep the
bruised form of the living invalid from the sharp
rocks and foaming water. Then she lifted her
patient, and Iaid bim on the heap, arranging him
ns tenderly as possible—a wounded and insensi-
hh&i man, resting on a couch formed of the dead!
*ing & orushed hat from the nd, she
stooped to the water, and dipped it r::r' Kuoeel-
ing on the sharp rocks, unmindful of the pain,
she laved his bead and face, the while gazing
With & savage admiration at the pale, aristogratic
features, surrounded by their frame of blaok
#ilky hair and whiskers, © How beautifal be is!
Low beautiful 17 ghe said, lifting the delicate hand,
savage, half childish
one of
Which was encircled with « rich seal ring. * Beau-
!.irulunlllﬂd cload ! beautiful ss & moun-
lain rainbow ! Oh! I hope he will pot die!” And
*he renewed her efforta to recover him. * What
shall | do? Oht what shall 1 do7 WHAL % | pammit lik

and exsmining with & half
curiosity the white and tapering fi

snd bared his arm, encircling it with her thumbd
sod finger, and compressing it, she started up

tuins ! amidat them 1s my bome,

cannot stick this ghastly blade into that fuir arm

rainbow of this morning !”
and, us the blood begun
- | slowly unclosed his eyes.
Do you know me ?

She opened the vein

the bleeding) How do you feel 1
me!” But a

off the linen sleeve of his shirt, stripped it up,
and bound up bis arm. “| must get bim home to
the Lair; but @h! | am fearful that he cannot
hesr the regaval?  She dashed water in his
fice. He revived again. “ Do you know me sow #°
she asked, fixibg her eyes earnestly om bis coon-
tenance. He Jooked at her with a troubled ex-
pression, aud olosed his eyes, us if in weariness,
while gpasms of puin truversed his countenance
“Oh! if | could get & doctor here! but that is
impossible—neither man vor beast but myself, or
some , unted, desperate fugitive slave, could
reach this frightful wild. 1 must try to get him
home to the Lair” She attempted to raise him,
but gpasms of agony eonvulsed his whole frame
on being moved. “Ob! | conld earry him home,
hat the removsl would kill him, What shall |
do with him ! Leot's see—these rocks are full of
caverns, the occasionsl retreats of runaway slaves.
I must find one, us & temporary shelter” And
laying the wounded man down gently, she started
off, diligently searching among the rocks. At
lust she came to the opening of & cavern. Enter-
ing it, she suw that it was smooth, though not
level, apd quite dirk. Stripping off ber blue
cloth pelisse, she luid it down as a pallet ; return.
ing to the side of her invalid, she gently drew
him away from the body of the coachman, strip-
ped the clothes from the dead man, and ourrying
them off to the eavern, laid a part of them ou the
pelisse; Lo make it softer, and rolled up a part of
them as u pillow, and placed it at the head. Then
returning to her patient, she raised him in her
arms, laid his head gently over her shoulder,
and bore him carefully along till she reached the
cavern. Here she luid him down tenderly, and
going to a waterfall close by, she filled the hat,
and, returning, made him drink a portion, and
buthed his face, head, and hands, with the rest.
Suddenly a noise in the darkest recesses of the
cavern startled her Thinking of a wolf, she
drew her hunting-knife, and stood upon her de-
fence. The animal came out from his lnir, and
stood before her, amazed, na one startled from
sleep—a wild, haggard, half-fumished tive
slave, in tattered garments. Gertrude sto®l on
her defence with the raised knife. The man
glared at her, n very wolf of desperation and fe-
rocity. He seemed to measure ber siza and
strength, and then made a etep towards her.
“Stop!” commanded the Amezon; and the man
stood, arrested as by a shoek. “ Advanoe another
step, and this knife is sheathed in your heart, and
fou are harled to the bottom of these precipices.
nm Gertrude Lion, and you koow me! Bui
pause, nnd listen, and I may do yoa good.”
The haggard and wolfish features of the slave
relaxed & little, as he said, in & hoarse voice—

tears, shat rolled flashing down her face, like one
of the sparkling waterfulls of ber native moun-
tains, “Oh! what ghall [ do7 [ eannot! No, |

to flow, the young man |

“How do you feel?
(Yes, that was whit the doc-
tor said to Brutus, when Az opened his eyes after
Do you know
m convulsed the young man's
face, and he faiuted nguin. “ Oh! Heavens! what
shall | do now # exclaimed Gertrode, us she eut

the vein. Then gazing om the fair transparent [uid, and towards this house, scrambling over
skin, with the blue veing weandering beneath, | rooks, broken walls, and through tangled bushe.
paused. For the very first time in her life | and briers, Gertrude bore her charge,

f
£

shadow to the ceiling.

“ What the devil are you
again he asked, lhmllrng
, | breeches pockets, and poking his head 101 ward.

her sunguine blood orimeoning ber brow

“ Wuar! gou cooking; you!
brewing, enke-baking little fool 17"

utronf tone
“‘Hush 7’ why, what in thupde
for 1P ¥ in thupder am | to hush

“ Be still, I say, or, tlme Heaven, I'll
Brutas!” sxelpimad the amazon. setring de
unofr.n. and steppiog towards him

“Hum! “I'll roar yoa sofily sn it were @
sueking dove ;” but what's it all about, that thess
stone wulls, that usually resound with noise, must
now he silent as ' the cushat's downy rest’ "

“ The doctor says he must he kept quiet.”

“ What doctor 1—mka kept qniet 1"

“ The poor boy—the beautitul boy up stairs”

“ Boy up stairs! "

“ Yes, that was killed almost by Laving his oar-
risge dashed to pieces”

* When—where—how 77

* This morning, at Mad River Pass, by taking
the wrong rond down the precipice”

“ And he bas been brought here?”

“Yes; and the doctor has been here, and pre-
seribed rest, and bandiges, and salves, for his
bruises—and wheys, and custards, and jellies, and
what not, thet | know nothing about, See, l've
sealded myself already, trying to make this wine
whey. Woun't you be #0 good as 1o go over to the
Dovecole, and fetoh Zoe, nnd the schoolmaster,
too, if he cannot be left behind ; she knows how
all these things ought to be got up”
“Oh, the little ‘coffee.brewing fool’ can be
wade useful in a case of emergency.”

|ta ee continven]

LIBERTY, UNION, AND NO COMPROMISE,
SPEECH OF ME. CHASE, OF OHI0,

MR, CLAY'S COMPROMISE RESOLUTIONS,

yon,
the

In SeNate, Maren 26, 1850
The Senate having under consideration the resolu-
tions submitted by Mr, Crav—

Mr. CHASE. [ rise, Mr. President, with unaflect-
od diffidence, 1o offer to the Senate my views of the
Important questions presented by the resolutions of
the honorable Senator from Kentucky,
Coming from the private walks of i’{ﬁ-.. without the
advantage of previvus public position, and with-
out experience in legislitive debate, T spesk from no
vminence which will entitle me to command atren-
ton. 1 elaim for whan 1 au{ thut consideration only
which is due 10 sincerity of bellef, 1o directness of
purpose, and to whatever force of sgument 1 may be
uble 1o bring to the support of my positions.
It haw been said, Mr. President, and said in & tone
of complaint, by Southern gentiemen, that this Gov-
ernment 1¢ rapidly becoming a mere Government of
the majority—b ing a great lidated demoe-
racy. Now, sir, if by this it be meant that this Gov.
ernmont of ours has become, or Is to become, the

“ And you'll not set the constables on me, Miss
Gertrude 1”

‘ Explode the constables! no, I'd do you good, |
id. Listen;,l know you, Antony, yon are Mrs,
rmstrong’s fugitive slave. Now, | don’t adore
Mrs. Armstrong myself and if you wilt do me a
favor, | will assist y®lr escape from the State.”

“ What is it, then, Miss Gertrude? ”

“You see this wounded boy? He was half
illlu.l“hﬂy the breaking of his ; he

i Aoy WAT diepap ;
water down his throat, while [ return to the
Lair to fetch mecesearies for him.” -

“Bat if should bring & posse with you to
take me, Miss Gertrude”

“ Why should 1?7 Besides, would any venture
their neck in this terrible descent 77

“ That is true enough.”

“And I am true”

“ And 80 you are, Miss Gertrude”

« Certainly; reassure yoursell; and here, take
my kpnife. Now nurse your patient tenderly,
while | am gone, and when T return, I will not
forget you; | will bring you food, clothing, and a
pass that will ensble you to leave the State.”
Then kneeling, and placing her hand once more
upon the pallid brow of her patient,and arranging
his rude couch, she arcse and hurried from the
oavern, clambered up the rugged ascent, and
sprang from peak to peak, until she had gained
the spot where she had left her horse. He was
oo longer there. Placing her fingers to her lips,
she blew a clear, shrill call, and soon her white
horse came ambling up the ide of a precipice to-
wards her. She placed her hand upon his neck,
len into the saddle, snd sped like nn wrrow
from the bow towards the Lair,

. It was late in the morning before she returned,
with linen, wine, and food. She found Autony
faithfully watching his patient. With the aid of
the restoratives she had brought, the young man
revived.

# Now, Antony," she mid, © wemust mr:}vehim &
but first, here is the 5'“' I wrote for you.

She took it out and read it— ;
“ Antony Bu has my permission to pussan
u-p:n ln{n Pm". to Alexandria, free of mo-
Jestation, betwoen the first of June and the first of
July, inclusive. Grurrvoe Liow,

“ The Lair, —— Co, Va."

“ There, Antony, that is exnotly the pisa that |
give to my own men when they want to go to town
Now, it is true that you are not my own man, but
that is no resson why | should not give you my
consent to go where you please, since | have no
ohjection to it; aud so, when you present that,
people will paturally think it comes from your
owner. And even if it fuils, it cannot get you or
me into trouble, sinee | only express my consent
Now, Autony, since he cannot he removed from
this abyss, first inter that poor dead conchman
and valet, then take their clothes, dress yourself,
take this food and wine, and this purse, and God

=g

o

bless you "
¢ B{u’t I help you to tote the young gentleman
up the rocks, Miss Gertrude1”

two carrying one burden could not
]

" OhL no; J [
limb the ascent, you know.’
Y Sure enough, miss; but can’t | tote him my-
elf1?
*a No, no, you could not do it tenderly mnﬂ‘
begides, 1 doubt whether you are now stron
em:: No, do yon attend to what is left behind ;
bury the poor dead coachmen, und don’t forget to
recite the ten commandments over their graves.
Now good bye” And, shaking hends with him,
Gertrude turned, sod lifted up ber paticat.
“No, no, do not; you caunot” muttered the
young man, in s feehle vn'ica—u:ow seeming, for the
first time, to note what was going 0D.
“ Hush,” replied Gertrude, laying his head
tender)y over her shoulder, while she let his arm
rest upon his bosom, and drooped her own head
unoonsciously, caressingly, over his silky curls.
She left the cavern, and carefully picking her
wiy among the rocks, not to jolt her patient, be-
olimb the nscent.
":c?i,an not, do pot, you will hurt yourself,”
very faintly murmured the young man, feebly
to get down.
““ n::fh::tl there, there, be still! that's &
d i be that’s a good boy.”
“H'lh:’dl mlm exhaustion, until they had
nearly reached the ascent, when the youth again

estive.
‘r?c:-f'oona, lie still ; be quiet, or I'll get
and [ am dangerous when I'm mad; ask any-

oneif Pm not,” said Giertrude, as, resting s moment
with her B?tdm,-henhd ber fingersto her lips,
and blew the shrill, clear call, that bmuTht ber
white horse bounding towards her. L\r ng the
oath on the horse's neck, and holding him there
one hand, she sprang into the saddle, and,
him to her bosom again, she set off in s
and easy git to the Lair.

Going ?&’.‘m te descent of this ridge,

and pasting th a defile, and elI-Hl.l u
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Guvernment of the American people, ndministered
in conformity with the will of a majority of the
ple—if it be meant that the democratic principle is
enrried, or is Iik:-‘lfr to be carried, into practical ap-
lication in its administration and legislati I nee

 Whar—the—blazes—are youdving, Gertrude
exclaimed Brutus Lion, entering the stone-puved
kitchen of the Lair that evening. T'he Ger-faloon
had swooped down before the great fireplace, and

! | hovered there before a bright bl
Oh! Teanuot! it would give him so much pain! b > sl dogabeuglh o

But if | do not, he will die! Yes, he will dissolve

doing, Gert »
awiy from me, beautiful and cvanescent as the iy

his hands into his

Gertrade started 1o her feet like & guilty thing,
a gaucepan in one hand and aspoon in the other,

“Ha ha ba ba ha-a-a-r!” shouted Brotus
Vou a *coffee-

“Husu!” muttered the gishtess, in & deep,

And let it be remembered also
4 | list of measures agreed on in
discontinuance of the slave 1
ultimate extinetion of slavery
I say with a_view to the gtimate oxtinetion of
aln\fetf, and I have authoclty for saying so. | ask
attention to an extract fromithe proceedings of 5

town meeting at D.mbury,(andru:, held on 1210

t prominent in the
articles, was the
, With a view 1o the

of December, 1775

r" I s with wingsilar pleasure we fotiee the pecond ariicle
of the Awociation, in which it Is o import no more
To slaves, as we canvot but think its paipatile absurdity

#0 loudly to complaln of attempts b enslave us wiile
::: rmnlll rmljnm; others '~ J: Archives, irhnm::_
+P

This was the Northora view. What was
- he [ A as the
Southern 7 We find it upon retord in the proceed-
ings of the Cangress of the Re tatives of Da.
rien, in the enlony of Geor, weding 1o the As
socintion, they declared thelr viewsin these words
* We, the representatives of the extemive disteict of [y
rien, In the colony of Geo bewng now aswmbied in
Congress, by the authority and free ehoice ol (he inbab
‘_':J"".'.‘.”’""l"""m" vow Areed fem their fetters, do re.
|
Then follow several resolutihs setting forth the
aruu:.ci; _l:nl‘II mnlrplnint ugninohthc oppressions of
-eat Brtin, closing with the buphatic declarug
whirh 1 will pgw r=ad - - s
“To show 1o the world that we as oot infduenced b
contracted or interested motives, bythy o rmll-uT '.‘m::z
thropy for all mankind, of whatrvyr i la-guage, or
complexion, we hereby declare onr disspprobisiion snd ab.
horvente of the unnatuml practice of slavery o America
(huwever the uncultivated state of our country or otlier
Fpeious arguments may plesd for i practics foanded
nopustice and eruelty, and highly dangerous o our Lb
erties as well as lives, debasing part of vir fellow « realures
below men, and corrupting the virtue and morals of the
rest, and laying the basis of that liberty we contend fur,
and which we pray the Almighty to contluse 10 the Intest
powterity, Upon a very wrong loundation. We therefors
resilve ot a1l times 10 wee our wimoa eadeavars for fhe
manumission of our slaves in this colony, upon tie most
sate and equituble footing for the masters uy iemselves
Am. Archives, Ath series, ‘-J 1, p 115
That, &ir, was the Southern view. 4t lenst it was
the view of a large and intelligent apd influentinl
body of Southern men.  And with thiy understand-
ing of their effocts and tendeney, the Mrticles of As-
sociation were udopted by colonisl conventions,
county meetings, and lessor assemblaga thronghout
the country, and became the law of Americs—ihe
fumlu_lnunm'l Constitution, so 10 spenk, of the first
American Union. It s needless 10 cltg many reso-
lutions of these meetings. They ean Ju found in
the American Archives by those who desire 1o In-
vestigate the subject. 1 will quote but jwo,
The first is a resolution of the Canvention of
M:'lry!-and‘ held in November, 1774, regdopred by 4
subseqient Conventlon, wore fully duenled,  in
December of the same vaar : :
** Resoleed, That every member of this meding will, aud
eVErY |u-rn;|| in theiprm Ince should, strictly gl v iolably
obseryve and earry lnto execution the Assochiio ‘
ou by the Continental Congress.”' RS
The other fs the declaration adopted bya general
meeting of the freeholders of James Cliy county,
Virginia, in November, 1774, in these words - i
“The Association entered into by
licly read, the treeholders and oihe
county, that they might testify 1o i

ngreas being Juib
inhabitanis of thy
world thed conenr.
rence aud hearty approbation of e measures wdopted by
that mrerl.nblr buxdy, very cordinlly arceded thireto, and
did bind and oblige ihemselves, by the merod tiegof viroe,
hanor, and love to their country, strictly and inkiolably to
observe and keep the same in every partienlar ' y

These, sir, are specimens of the foringl sed soloimn
declarations and engagements of public badies, To
show the sentiment which pervaded the masses of
the people, 1 will read ap extract from sy sloquent
paper, entitled ** Observations addressed 19 the Peo.
e n!l'??‘marlca‘" printed at Philadelphia in Novem-
T, !

* The least deviation from the resolves of Congress will
be treason ; such treason as few villains have pyver had an
opportunity of committing. 1 will be trenson against the
present lolisbit of the colonies, aguinst the ayillion of
unharn generations who are (o exiet hereafier i Americn,

. ouly hl.wnrl{ Bad Luppiness whicl remaln 1o
mankind, against the last hopes of the wretelad in every
corner of the waeld : in n word, it will be treason agninst
God, * * * WBEARE NOW LAYING TIHE POUNMATIONS OF
AN Amruican Consrirurion. Let ug, therefure, hold up
everything we do Lo the eye of posterity.  They will most
probably measare their lberties and happiness by the most
careless of our footsteps  Let no unhallowed hand
touch the precious seed of liberty. Lot us form ihe gho-
rious tree in sich & ma Impregnate it with sueh

n the fact, if fact it be, no ground of complaitt, but
ruther ground of congratulation snd satisfaction.
Why, sir, what |5 this democratic prineiple 7 Equal-

| righis, g tied snd secured 1o all,
For

ibilities are limited by our powers

But our r

and however clear it niay be that we sre bound by
allegiance 1o democratic principle 10 condemn, 10

mitlgate, 10 abolish slavery, wherever we can consti-
tutionally do #n, it is equaly clear that we are not
bound, and that we have no right, to interfers with
slavery by legislation beyond the sphere of our con-
stitutional powers,
We have no power to legislate on the subject of
slavery in tne Swutes, We have power 1o prevent
its extension, and to prohibit its existence within the
phere of the exclus of the Geoeral
Government.  Our duty, therefory, s toabstainfrom
Interference with it inthe Siates. [t is also ourduty
to prohibit its extension into nationnl territories, and
fts continuance where we ure constitutivaally respon-
sible for its existence,
Such, Mr. President, is my position; and for the
purpose of showing that I nin sustsined in it by the
very highest authority, | propose 10 review, some-
what at large, the history of thig Government in s
relutions to slavery.
It was suld yesterday by the honoruble Senntor
from Virginia [Mr. Hustes) that the South had no
causo of complaint against the North in regard 10
slavery until the year 1520, the date of the Missouri
compromise, However that may be, we must go
furiher back In time, If we wish to trace the contro-
versy between slavery and freedom in this country
to its source,  We must go tvs hundred yeas fur-
ther baek. 1t was In 1620 that a Dutch ship ascended
the Jumes river, bringing the first slaves into Vir-
inin, In that same year the Mavflower b ought the
Migrim founders of New England 1o Plymouth
Rock, Slavery was introduced into Virginia, Free-
dom wes planted in New England. The contest
between the despotic prinelple—the eloment und
gnarunty of slavery—and rhe democratie principle—
the eloment and guaranty of liberty —commenced,
But slavery was not established in Virginia with-
out e and ! The ecolonists
complained vehemently of the introduction of slaves,
and resorted to various expedients of prevention,
But the desire of the mother country to benefit the
avigator and to stimolate production led the British
Government to disregard every complaint, and 1o
negative ull colonial rl?inhﬁnn against the slave
trade.  Slaves continued to be imported,  'The iraflic
extended 1o other colonles, until at length slavery
obtained & foothold in every one of them. At the
Lirenking out of the Revolution, slaves wire hield in
every colony, from Mussachusetis to Georgla,
Well, sir, how was stavery mqurdvd at that period?
In September, 1774, the first of the colo-
niea met in Philadelphia. Had the opposition 1o
slavery which had been previously manifested, and
the desire for 118 extinetion which had been so gen-
ernlly cherlshed, now become extinet? A decisive
answer 1o this inquiry may be found in an® exiract
from o singuinrly nble exposition of the Rights of
British America, prepared by Mr. Jefferson, nnd laid
betore the Convention of Virginia, which assemblid
in Auguat, 1774, for the purpose of appointing dele-
gutes 1o the proposed Congress, [ will reud this ex-
tract:
# ition of domestic slavery is the greates object
of -E:i'r:’::l umr{--luul--n, where It was uulumlr introe
duced i thelr infant slate, Bl previous 1o enfran
ehimement of the siaves. it is necosary to rxclude further
importations from Afriea. Vet our repeated attempis (o
effect this by prohibitions, and by im, duties which
might smount 1o prolibition, have been hitherto deleatnd
bﬁm Mujenty's Degalive ; thus preferr the immeidiate
advantage of a few African corsairs (o the lusting interests
of the American States, and the rights of Luman nature,
derply dedd by this il pracice,”" —~Am. Archiges,
Atk werips, vol. 1, p. 096
The Congress, which soon after assembled, shared
these sentingents, Among s first scts was the
framing of the celebrated Articles of Association
which composed the non-importation, non-nrom-
tlon, nnd non-consumption agreement. 1 will read
the second of those articles :
 That we will neither im, nor purcha e any slave lm-
|.|n.51| after the st day r?;n!';‘mrmrt‘tn next, alter which
Lime we will wholly discotitinue the slave trade, and will nei-
ther be concerned ln it ourselves, nor will we hire our ves.
wels, of sell owr commodities or manulectures, o Hiinme
whe are concerned in " —Am. Archives, 4k series, vol.
1, 904
Thers was another article in this agreement, which
1 will read : ; oy "
" A we do further agree and resolve we W
|,,,.,: f.‘,. ::..jlpu:o.nw e, m.z?ﬁg..a; Intercourse ulnunrl
with any colony of provines in Norh Ameries which shal
st aecede (o or which shall hereafter violate thin associa:
tion, but will holil them us unworthy ol the righta f.‘ frea-
men, and ax inimical 1o the liberties of this country,"" —4m.
Archives, Ath weries, vol. 1, p. 915,
Well, sir, this solemn covenant, thus ;h:fn‘
every colony and every citizen 1o an entire abandon-
ment and suppression of the sluve trade, was slgned
by every delogate in Cong Souttern and North-
ern. Public sentiment on this subject was then
unanimons, or next to unanimous, | hout the
country. Among these signers we find the names
of Rodney, McKean, and , of Delaware ; Chase
and Pacs, of Maryland; Richard Henry Lee, of Vir.
nie; H and Hewes, of North Carolioa ; and
iddleron, Rutedge, and Lynch, of South Caroline ;
all of whom sa
of Inde
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not belng admitted, the cession was net accepted,
Subsequently the contest was torminaged by o satis-
factory cession, made by Virginia and accepted b
Congress. It was an armngement, in fact, whie
involved concessions on bYoth sides, Virginia yield
ed to the United States all her claims to territory
northwest of the Ohio, and the United States taeitly
currendered to Virginia all claim to the territory
southeast of that river, alleged 10 be within her
chartered limits. 1 have thought it my duty to
muke these observations, as a Sonator of a State
whose rights and loterests, as well as the rights and
interests of her sister States of Pennsylvania, Indi-
ana, and Hlinois, are affected 1o somo extent, by the
clilm of exclusive title to the Western :-ountrr
which has been advanced in behalf of Virginia.

Whatever the title of Virginia may have been,
however, it Is certain that upon her cession, made,
a8 1 have said, on the Ist of Murch, 1784, the United

ercignty of the vast region northwest of the Ohio.
Tu dispase of the soll and to determine the politiesl
institutions of the Territoey, now the duty
of Congress; and the duty was promptly performed.
On the very day of the cession, pefore the sun went
down, Thomas Jeflerson, in behalf of a committon,
congisting of himsell, Mr. Howell of Rhode Tsland,
and Mr. Chase of Mnr;ri:nnlI roported a plan for the
government of the Western l'erritory —not that Iving
north of the Ohio merely, but of a?l'. from the north
line of Floridu to the north line of the United Statos.
This, sir, is 8 memorable document of ouf early his.
tory, and I propose to read portions of it to the Sen
ate :

“The territory ceded, or to be ceded, by the individual
States 10 the United States, " * * ghall be formed o
dTEinet St % Thegettlors * * ¢ il
elther on their own petitlon or on the onder of Cangress,
recelve antbority, with appointments of time aod place,
for their free malen, of (ulll age, to meel together for e
purjroes af catablishing a temporary Goverpment B h

T Suchtemporary G wernment shall suly eomtinue
I forve, i any Siate, ontil it shadl have sequired tweaty
thousamd inhabitants; when, giving dus proof thereol 1o
Congress, they shall recelve from thiem aulhority, with upr
polntments of time and i-lncr. o call a convention of rep
resentniives to establish a permavent Constitation sl
Government for themselves :  Provided, That both the
temporary and permanent Goverumenis be estublinliod
upoti these principles as thele basis*

Here follow sundry provisions, the last of which 1s
as follodve :

“ Phat nfirr the wear LS00 of the Christion Kra there
whult be werther slnvery sor inrolunlary secvitude in any of
the said Stares, otherweise than yn the paemishment of o1 imes,
whereif the party shall have been duly concicted to harve
been personally gpuilty '

This, sir, was the plan and provise of Joflerson,
It met the approbation of the American People. It
proved that the declaration of 1776 was not an cmpty
profession, but a true faith, Tt proved thar the spirit
of the covenant of 1774 yet animated the henrt :J the
natlon, According to this grand and comprebiensive
scheme, the commencement of the nineteerth cen-
tury was to witness the inauguration of freedom, us
the fundamental and perpetual law of the transmon-
tane half of the American Republic,

Had this plan and proviso been adopted, we should
not now be discussing the questions whieh cmbarmss
us.  The extension of slavery would have been lim-
ited by the Alleghanies.  No slave could ever have
trodden a fout of the soll beyond.  Unhapplly, how-
ever, the proviso was not adopted ; and, as 1 have
already eaid that it met the approval of the people, 1
nek attention to the proceedings which resulted in js
rejection, On the 19th of April, Mr. Spaight, of
North Carolina, moved that the proviso be stricken
out, Under the Articlea of Confederation, which
governed the proceedings of Congress, a majority of
the thirteen £Lnu:u was necessary 1o an affirmative

The question upon Mr. Spaight’s motion was put
in 1hiu(,nma:

“Shall the words moved to be struck out stand 7 '
The vote stood —

For the Proviso, six Sintes, viz : New Hampshire,
Massachusetta, Rhode laland, Connectient, New
York, und Pennsylvania,

Against the Proviso, three States, viz: Virgloia,
Muryland, and South Curolina,

circumstance shall give precedency on uu:-,h,' it whall
X

this subject of slavery. The earliest nction of the
assuciated colonies was wnti slavery action. The
Union which then formed was indeed, as 1
have said, incomplete ; but it was complete enough
to warrant the Congress which represented it in de-
claring independence, in waging war, in contracting
debis; in assuming, in short, many of the functions
of natlunality and sovereignty.
Well, sir, nearly two years passed by, and the
levances of the colonies remained unredressed.
he war of the Revolution had begun, and the Decla-
ration of Independ wae promulgated. That in-
strument broathed the game spirit ne the Arriclos of
Associntion.  'The original draught, as it came from
the hands of Jeffsrson, contained a clause reproba.
ting in the stropgest terms (he traflic in men. |
will read 1:
“ Me has waged eroel war against human nature itwell,
shlating Its most sacred rights of lite and liberty in the
persons of a distant people who never | b cap
furing and carrying them into slavery in another hemis-
phere, or to jncur o miscrable death in their traosporta
tion thither. This piratical warfare, e opprabelim of
infidel Powers. in the warlare of Thriation King of
Great Britin,  Determbned (o keep open 8 markel where
men should be bought and sola, he has prostitated his neg-
utive for suppressing every legislative atempt (o prolibit
or resteain this execrable commenee ™ *
This elause was indeed omitted from the Declara-
tion, not beeause 't did not express the sentiments
of the majority of Congress, but, as Mr, Jefferson
informs us, In complinnee 10 Suvuth Caroline und
Georgin, Ho Intimates also that some tendernoss
under these v8 WaR d by Northern
nilemen, whose constituents had been somewhat
Erge’l]r engoged in tho slave trade.  But still the
great fundnmental truth, which constitutes the basis
of nll yust government, and which condemns Q.Buully
wery torm of oppression, was retained in the Decla-
ration, and announced to the world as sell-evident :
the trath that * all nen are created equal ; that they
are endowed by thelr Creator with certain inaliena-
ble rights ; that among these are life, liberty, and the
pursuit n} happlness; that to secure these rights
overnments were instituted -mn:’ men, dlrlvinf
fhrir just powers from the consent of the governed."
Thus we see that, in this second great nct of the
American people, the fundamental truth upon which
the Articles an Assoclation were based was reitera-
ted ; not as o * rhetorical Aourish,” not ss an wh-
siraction incapable of practical application in human
affairs, but as a living principle, not to be disregard-
ed ufﬂhm futul consequences, in the structure or
the administratlon of government. That such was
the view actually talg of the Deelaration at that
time is further evidon! from the language of the des-
tehes transimnitting it to the authoritles of the dif-
erent colonies, to the commander-in-chief of
the army. 1 will a?mu n pnufr-pb from the letter
of the President of Congress, John H k, to the
Convention of New Jersey,
1 do mysell the honor to enclose, in obwdience 1o 1he
commands of Congress, s copy of the Declaration «f lide-
pedence, which you will please to have proclaimed In
T o e o B T s
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Such were the prinelples, Ir.%dﬁ-ul, of the

over t and the people during the st for
independence, They were reitersted at the closo of
i, Vnry shortly after the treaty of peace was ratl-
fied in 1783, Congresa insucd an address to the
States, drawn up by Mr. Madison, the maln purpose
of which wus to persuade 1o the provision of a fund
for the discharge of the public e ments.  That
address containg the clause which I will now read :
“ Let it be remembered, finally, that it Lias ever been the
pﬂl!l:'llvl boust of America u..f the rights for which she
contended were the righta of humoan v By the hiras
g of the Author of rights on the means exerted for

their defonce, they have prevailed againet atl thon,
nr! b;h:ic(t rleen iwm Nu

und form 1
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This, slr, wis the seknowledgment of 1783, ‘That
e ve of e Restiniion was waged not 10 ;l:::;

i bt 185 not r

:‘:Iz:'w e ﬂ‘.htm;t the rights of all men -
* the righta of human nature"
It \;n'l.nol long before an occasion arose to test
the sincerity of Congress In these various deolura-
tions; to determine whether or not Congresn was
prepared to carry the yrhei&l:l so solemnly recog-
nised into practical nq:uut without respect 1o
persons or séctions. 2 or!ruL wanting to

'.Elﬂ the let of Imhal.{:{, lVIrgnllm' ’dﬁ:} :m tl:
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Alleghanian rezion, as crown lands, sequired from
Great Britian by the common blood and tressure of
all the States, and appealed 1o the clnimant States

ish New York was the |
his appen), and her oession was dinting: ished character of that ime,
§ had pre- |  Tn aletter 1o Robert Morris, dated Mount Vernon,
10 cede all her ehaim northwest of April 12, 1786, George Washington said

the Ohio un certain conditions ; but, the conditions | *1can only sy that there is not & man living who

States came lnto g sindisnuted swnershin et sav. |

' to form that sen to et un v s insin-
decision of any question ; and the vote of no Swte \
sould ba o " unless repn tod b ment in s lght, und sscertain the original import
E"ll:“u“::annr.m! vas represented by ut least two of its language,

#o much talked of !

tion Dot ““:i af the tradle, bt of the condition of slavery
and certainly m will be more willing 1

ol
| sacrifice for that obj et

e

wishes more siucerely than I do 10 see plan adopted s
the anolition of i, [slavery ;| but there is ouly one prope
and effeciual mode in which o can be sccomplished, au
that is by legistative authority

Washingtom, 163
In a letter to John F. Mercer, September 9, 1756
he reftorated this sentiment

And, in a letter to Sir John Sinclair, he further
said :

“There are in I’-'ml-rluln- laws for the gradual abaol:-
tion of slavery, which neither Vieginia nor Maryland have
al present, but which nothing is more certaln an they
s have, sl &t & period not remate ' '

It is unnccessary to multiply these extracts.  So
unlversal were these sentiments, that Mr, Leigh, i
| VAR LOTIVER 0N O YITgimaa, 1 1834, Git Doy nesnme
10 say :

“ Lihonght, G very lutely, that it was koowa o every
bady that, duritg the Revolution, and for many yesrs ailer
e abolition of slavery war a favorite topie with many ol
onF ablest atatesmen, who entertained with respect all the
w hemes which wisdom or ingenuity could suggest jor its
accomplishment **

I think, Mr. President, that two facts may now
be regarded us established : First, that in 1787 the
nal policy in respect o shivery was vne of

Etriction, limltation, and discouragement, Secondly,
that it was generally expeeted that under the action
of the S.ate Governments slavery would gradually
disuppear from the States.

Such was the state of the country when the Con-
yention met to frame the Constitution of the United
States.  That Convention was sitling 1n Philadel
Q:'ll while Congress was framing the Ordinance in
New York,

It has been sald, in the course of thie debate, that
there was some understunding between Congress
and . the Convention in regard to the question of
slavery,  Thuat may be so. There s, however,
nothing In history which proves it, though circum-
stances do certninly sevm 1o warrant such a conjec-
ture,  Buot, i there was an understanding, to what
did it relate T Not certainly 1o the whole suhject
of slnvery 5 for, up to the thme of the promulgation
of the Ordinance, no discussion had taken place in
ihe Conventio un Lty sulnert, except in resapoct (o
the question n? ropfesentation and taxation.  Thai
question had been diseussed with conslderatile heat
su much, indeed, that some members dealured them-
selves ready to brisk up the Convention rather than
consent (0 the representation of slaves, The excla-
slon of nlan'rr from the Territories by the Ordinance
may have hnd, and may have been intended 1o have,
some influence upon this discussion, It may be
that members from the free States, s eing slavery
excluded from national territory, and supposing ifs
extension to be thereby forever interdictsd, wore the
more willing to consent to o repressntation of slaves
ns & temporary wrrangement, which would cense of

These sentimonts were shared by nearly every

aud thin, so far as my
sulfrage will go, shall never be wanting. " % Sparks's

il C m--..'. a:..,:. ivintroeducod anywhere or maintaioed
| '}“‘ Where by tha logi o of Congress. [t must
| depend, and depend wlly, upon Sate law, baoth

for existence and support, B vond State ]jmit.
within the boundaries of the Cnited Slaies there ean

be constitutionally no slave. : :
Here | may pause. | have rapidly sketehed the
n_-r ol the Ameriesn Government and the American
¢ | Union, s far as their relstions 1o Amcrican slavery

: are involved, from their orlgin in the Asan intion in

1774 to the establishment of the Constitution |n 1757
Qae spirit pervaded, one principle conirolled all this
action—a spirit of profound reverence for the righis

, | ol man as man—the principle of perfec: equality of

men before the law
Animated by this apirit and guided by this prine

“1 wever mean, unless some panicular cireamsances I th
| should compel me 1o L 1o posses another slave by pur ple, the Association bound all i1 members to discon
chase, it being among my first wishes to see some plan | fiDUE the sl e-trude If any ol them continued 1
adopted by which slavery in this country may be abolished | 0nd sotie of them did, the guilt was on their ¢ wn
by law. "~ fhid heads only, for the Association had no power 1o en

force the covenant. When the Amenican Clongress
reaclved on independence, they solemaly announced
the great doctrine of inalienable rights as the basis
of 1he national political faith and the foundation of
all just government.  When the war of the Revoly

tion was over, they ronewed the declaration thar the
contest which they had waged was in defince of the
fghts of human natore. When the acquisition of
me nrn\we_ﬂmrn VeImilory presenioo an oppuridmly
uf_l'nrrymg into practical application their exalted
privciples, they did not hesliate, but established them
furevor as the basis of all laws, constitiutions and
governments, within its imits.  When the Confed

eration proved inadequate 1o the exigencies of th

Republie, and the people undertook the work of re

forming their |luhlil.'nf system, they constiiuted the
new (overnment and established the new Copsijg.
tion upan principles which made the enslavement of

men by the Government under the Constitution s
legul impossibility.  Let those who are lnclined 10,
miurinr bocause no more was done, ask themselve
by what people, in what age besides, hns 80 much
been dune for the cause of freedom and right 1 Up
to the time of the adoption of the Constitutivn, there
wie not a wingle slave in Amerlea, made such or held
such, under any law of the United Star Had the
policy of the founders of the Republic been pursued
and had the principles which they established boen
falthtully carried out in legisation nnd administration
there would have been now no slave anywhers under
exclusive oational jurisdiction—probubly no slave
within the boundaries of the Republic,

Unhappily, however, the originul policy of the

Goverament and the original principles of the Gos

ernment in respoct to slivery did not permanently
controf ifs action. A change oeccurred—almost im

porceptibls at first, but becoming more and more
matked and decided, until acarly total.  The honor-
whily Nomutar /=~
his lite speccn noticed this change, and sscribed it
to the rapld locrease in the production of cotton.
Doubiless, sir, this wan n leading ennwe,  The pro
duction of eotton, in consequence of the invention
of the cotton gin, incrensed from 457 600 pou

1793, 1o 6,276,300 pounds in 1796, and r.-mu::-l; 2:
Increase vory rapldly sfterwards,  Of course the
market value of slaves advanced, snd mosters were
less inelined 1o emancipation

But the Inerease of the cotton erop was oot the
only, nor, In my judgment, the chief canse of abtored
public sentiment and governmentul setion, The
change in the structure of the Government which

b

itaell when slavery itsell should cease or run out,
at some period “not remote,”  But there Is not a
particle of foundation for any supposition that there
wius any understanding between Congress and the
Convention, based upon the ides that slavery and
freedom wero entltled to equal regard in the action
of the Government, Far from i, Whatever un-
derstanding there was, If there was any, must have
been based upon the iden of slavery restriction ; upon
the fuct that ite extension was prohibited, and that
its finnl disnppenrance was expected.

The framers of the Constitution scted under the
influence of the general sentiment of the country.
Some of them had contributed In no smusll monsare

What, then, shall we find fn it 1 The guaranties
Recognition of property in
men ! Stpulated proteciion for thit property in
nutionnl territories and by natlonal law I‘\‘u, wir
nothing like it,

Wa find, on the contrary, extroms care to exclude
these ideas from the Constitution.  Nelther the
waord “slave” nor “slavery” le to be found in an
provision.  There I8 not n single expression wlﬂcﬁ
charges the National Government with any respon-

wrkch Akl VISR B Al RRISEER e, e |
Virginin stood—Mr. J aye, Messre, Hardy
and Mercer, no, Ofthe twemy-three delegates prosent
and voting, sixteen voted for, and seven against, the
oviso, us wus the proviso defeated by u minor-
ty vote. 'The people were for it, the States were for
it’; but it failed in consequenee of a provision which
enabled the minority to control the mquﬂ% It so
happened that Mr, Beatty, the colleague of Mr. Dick
had left Congress u day or two before, and returned
a day or two after. Had he been present, or had one
of Mr. Jofforson's colleagues voted with him, the re-
sult would have been cha .* How vast the con-
sequences which, in this instance, depended on a

’u‘,-ll.l, :':‘i‘t', the Ordinance of 1784, 1HUE malimad and
otherwise mutilnted, beeame the lnw of the lund on
the 230 of April following. In 1785, Mr. Jeflersun
went abroad as Minister o France, and was out of
the country until after the adoption of the Conatitu-
tlon. The agition of the proviso, however, did not
censs In consequence of hig absence,  In that same
year, (1785) Mr. King, of Mussachusetts, ngnin
moved the proviso in Congress, in a slightly modified
form, ns wH . ~r
L # Lisll be neither Yer,
uﬂmeI::l :‘l‘l;nf the States deperibed bn the resolves of
Congress of the £ of A aril, 1784, otherwise than in the
unistiment of crimes, whereal the party shall lisve beea

reonilly gullty ; and that this regulntion lt:nll be an arti
cle of eompaet, and remaln w0 al principle of
e comtitions etw et s K e o s B
A thie States deweri | i N
A, VTt Joter. Ol Comg, 5.
T'he resolution was ordered to be committed by
the votes of New Hampshire, Magssachusotts, Con-
necticut, Rhode Island, New York, New Jursey,
Pennsylvania, and Marylund —eight; against the
yines of Vieginia, North Carolinae, South Carolina,
and Georgla—four, Delaware was not represented.
The vote of Maryland was determined by two ayes
against one no, while that of Virginia was determined
by two noes againsl one aye, The decided favor
shown to this resolution by the vote for its commit-
ment was the more remarkable, inasmuch as It pro-
posed the immrdlulg&rnhildlhm of slavery, instead
of prohibition after 1800, in all territory uquiud, and
s wequired.
wNu fu[:thl'r notion was had ot this time; but in a
little more than two yeurs nftorwards, the subject
was brought for the third time before Congress, in
eonnection, a8 before with the government of the
Western Terrltory. Fhe Ordinance of 1784, from
catnes into which it is not materlal to Inquire, had
never been earried ioto practical operation.  Settle-
ments were aboul to commence in the Northwest,
and the settlers noeded protection und government.
Congress, therefore, im 1787, resumed the consldern-
tion of the subject of Western Torrltory.  These de-
liberations resulted In the celebmted Ordinance of
1747, the last great net, gud nmong the greatest neis
of the Congress of the Coni § a0 act
recelved :‘ﬂn unanimons votes of the States; and,
with a single exception from New York, of sll the
delogaten, This Ordinance, in s sixth articlo of
compact, expressly prohibited slavery and involun-
tary mvltuSe. except for erime, throughout the
Territory, It nbolished existing n‘unm and it for-
bade future slavery. It eovered with this prohibition
every inch of territory then belonging to the United
Stutes, It expressly red the national policy
which this prohibition und kindred provisions con-
tained In the articles of compaet were meant 10 indi-
cate and establish. This I its langunge :
2 i S fedeactt g o ot
veligrome , whereon hiese b
:::I‘mr{:ﬂmﬂfml. are erected | to fix and catabiish those
e e 8 Gt S 2
'.:T.T"::'r:i:;',“' Lk Be it ordained and declared,

nor invgluninry

uard agalost possible future departure from

:h?:"p.ﬁicy. It v‘ul nrd‘:imd that these ariecles should

W forpver remain unalterable,” unless nllrrad:: the

W eommon consent of the original States, and the
sple and States in the Territory.”

It i hardly possible to coneelve of a more explicit
declaration of governmental poliey than this. The
state of public sentiment in regurd 1o -Inurr, which
resulted in this positive and unanimous exclusion of
it from notlonal territory, is well described in n letter
of Mr. Jefierson 1o b, brlu. wha published about

ime a book in favor of emancipution, The lei-
::'i.l.:':d'm Paris, August 7th, 1785, 1 will read an
extroel :

wgouthward of the Chesapeake, it will find bt fow
readers coneurring with it (Dr, P s book) o sentime ot on
{he subject of siavery.  From the mouth to the head of the
Chesapeake, the bull of the rwpdc will mpgrove it in the.
or .Tﬁ 1t will find & rewpeciable minority rewty (o adopt
" L practice ; & minority which, for weig wurth of
character, preponderates against the groater number whi
have 1ot the conrage 1o divest their families of & ry
which, however, Keops their cousclence unesay. North:
ward of the o you may find bere and thers an
oppunent  your A YN fonid bere and there
& robber of a murderer; bul in reater number. ln
that puc? belug w slaves, they can
.?.n disencumber i
tom
be w0 slaves northwanl
1l woehy & disposition 1o hegin the redress of (he enor-
ﬂ'.. o Vieginia.  This in the next State ul:- :?T:‘::

may wrn onr eye for (he ioloresting
I’g-rlf and cppression , & eouflicl where
‘I: 't.:c.‘mr:d In l:lulu Iy recrults from the influs

into of youtig men, grown and growing up.'!
by M s 1 s Rotes o Vi, »
Ry
m.' i ;r‘. u;-c‘ lave is rising

lw'"'.!"“' declaring his own ‘ﬂllﬂ'l"o
.t-hnlnm-mlﬂ“'"“"""

rights o i
throughout the Unlon.
the ll ‘:umtnlmn bt thke ome, 1 wonld diuge s beauty over

sibility in regard 10 slavery. No power is conferred
the Constitution, whether in the claisi providing
for the apportionment of representation and direct
taxation, or in that stipulating for the extradition of
fugitives from serviee, or in that restricting Congress
a8 to the prolibition of bmporiation or migration,
they nre spoken of, not ks persons held ns property,
but us persons held to service, or having their con-
dition determined under State laws, We learn, in-
deed, from the debates In the Constitution Conven-
tion, that the iden of property in men was excluded
with special solicitude.

Mr. Madison doclared, ho * thought it wmnf to
adwmir in the Constitution the idea that there could be
property in men."—3 Mud. Pap., 1429,

Iﬂ'. &i-rr} thought M Canvention * had nothing
to do with the conduet of the States ns 1o slaves,
but oughit to be careful not to give any sanction o
i3 Mad. Pap., 1394.

Similar expressions were used by other members.
But | need go no farther. Multiplied words will
not convinee those who will not regard the Innguage
of the Constitution liself, or the plaln declarations
of its framers.

1t may, however, be worth whila to refer briefly to
the views expressed in the State Conventions which
convened for the purpose ol rulluldvriu,% the Conatl-
tution with a view to lis mtificution,  Did they ex-
pect the extension or continuance of slavery through
the setion or under the protoction of the Govern-
ment which they were called on 1o establish?  Not
ot all,

Jumes Wilson, of Pennsylvania, had been a leading
member of the Convention, and in the Ratification
Convention of his State, when speaking of the
elause relating to the power of Congress over the
slive-trade afer twenty yenrs, he t

) commider tiln clause o laying the foundation for ban-
ishing slavery ont of this conptry | and though the period
i more distant than 1 could wish it, it will produce the
same ki, gradual change ns was oroduced in Peanaylva.
s * ¢ * The new Bintes which are to be jor
by oo e pleeg o

never by introduces il
S Eiliot's Debates, 452
In another place, speaking of this clause, he sald :

4 ta us with the pleasing
. “l:l:l“kl-lnl will be acknowledge:

Introdneed into one branch of the Logislature, and
Into the electoral college, a representation for slaves
constituted, | think, u far more potent enuse, | will
sketeh the progress of the power derived from this
source, for 1 think it important that its practics!

operation should be understood, 1 sdmit that it is
conferred by the Constitntion ; bat-
Mr. BORLAND. Will the honorable Senator

allow me 1o ask him a question 1

Mr, CHASE. Certninly,

Mr. BORLAND. 1 think | understood the Sen
ator as glving a reason for adhering to the Institutlon
of slavery on the part of Southern statesmen, that the
Canstitution allowed the slive population to form a
tinals of ropresentation,  Does the Senstor give that
omn recson why they adhered to the institution of
slavery, and bhcame more attached to 111

Mr. CHASE. I believe that was one of the rea-

suns,

Mr. BORLAND. Then I can say (s the Senator
that his argument, it seems to me, confutes felf ;
for the reason that if the slaves were libsrnied, sach
would be counted ; whereas, being retained as slaves,
only three-filths of their number are brought into
the compitution, und we lose two-fifths.

Mr. CHASE. Undonb dly, Mr. Presid i if the
ulm-: wrn‘ rreuhle-y o}vould be mtoned at thelir full
Aymber in the basis of represenigtion; but the igfly-
Mr. CHASE, 1 am obliged 10 the E«mmr Tam
Arkansas for the information he gives me; I had
learned the fact he states from the Constitution,
Why, #lr, 1s It not quite obvious that In a district
whete the number of slaves Is conslderable, even if
sullioge be unlversal, the number of votes must be
wopottionubly reduced T And, inssmuch s slave-
lmh!rrl are usunlty the chief landholders and proper-
ty holders, and have o common interest, is it not
quite obvious that they will generally be able o wield
the political power of the distriet?  Destray the
sluve representation, and their power is gone. En-
franchise the slaves, and there are no slaveholders,
and of course no slave power.  Enfranchisement
will, doulniless, Incrense the politieal power of the
Siate, but it will annihilate the slave power. I re-
prat, Mr. President, and they who think me wrong
muy refute what 1 say, i they can, that there must
have been some adequate cause or causes for the re-
markable chlnﬁ of fueling and sction in regard 1o
slavery which began to manifest {isell about this
time, and that these eauses, in my judgmen), were

first, the politienl power derived by slayeholders from

secondly, tho augmented value of slaves arising from
the sufden Increase of the cotton culture.  The last
of thesa causes requires no further consideration;
but | wish to direct attention somewhat more par-
tienlarly to the first.
I'he firsi apportionment was made by the Constitu-
tion Convention.  Regard was had, doubiless, to the
three-fifths rule in determining the number of Repre-
sentotives assigned (o ench State, but we eannot now
mscortiin how many wera allowed for the slaves.
The census supplies the means of ascertaining the
preclse quantum of slave representation in each de-
cenninl period since the first apportionment, I now
proposo to submit 1o the Seneto a table which exhib-
1w at one view ench decennial period slnce the adop -
thon of the Constilution ; the number of Inhabitants
ubred for one Repr sentative ; the numbor of slaves
rwhum'd at three-fifths of their actual number ; and
the number of Ropresentativas for slaves during each

period.

the n:ggunml.nn of three-fifthe of thelr slaves ; and,

If there wae no sther feature in

Jtn whole countennpce. Yet ihe labor of u lew years, and
Congress will lave power (o exierminate slavery from
withiin our borders 2 Kiliar's Dehatea, 484,

In the Ratification Convention of Mussachusotis,
Gen, Heath soid :

“Pe migeation or imporiation, & i confined 1o the
Stales niow cxinting willy ; new States cannot elaim i
Congress by their onlinnnee for reating new Sintes wome
time shnee declared that Uie new Stites shall be repubilican,
andd thiat there shall be no slavery o them -ﬁ Kilist' s
Dhebaten, L1

Nor wore these views and anticlpations confined
1o the free States,  In the Rotification Conventlon
of Virginla, Mr. Juhnson sald :

sophey tell unthist they wee n progrossive da
g about emaneipation.  The principle s
the Revolution, 1ot us do what we will, it will eome
yound, Slavery hine been the foundation of much of that
Tty and dissipation which have been s much lsem-
minaled smong vur counteymen, B0 were totally shol.
intied, it would do mueh good,"' =3 Eitiot's , G—48.

And Governor Randolph, while den and
Jusily denying, the power of the Genmr'a'u'vm
ment u..a!n the Constitution, to interfere with sla-
very In the Siates, rebuked those who expressed ap-
anmm that fts Influence might be exerted on
the #lde of freedom, by saying :

W bope that there are none here who, considering the
wubject i the ealm llrlu of philesophy, will ailvance au
ohpretion dlghinnorable 1 rginia, that, st the moment
Wiy are wecuring the rights of thelr citizens, there is a
wpark ol lm;nhl.llal e nuﬁ:st'ninu}; mein I';mw held in
fromaditge May. L w Gnneral Gavernment,
b wele froa.-3 kiias 4K, .
Put the people were not satisfied with the fact
that no power to evade personal freedom was con-
ferrod on Congress by the Constitution. They do-
manded direct and positive guaranties of personal
duhis, T complinnce with these demands, several
of the Ratification Conventions proposed to Con-
gress such amendments ns wore desired by thelr
respective States.

Virginia osed n bill of rights, omitting, singu-
Inrly enu the first and fundumental provision

v of briug-
Uik WILES

this provision :

“Na freeman ought 10 be tken, imprisoned, or dis
wolwed of lile lrnllxluhl. Iin'"““' privileges, ur t:nrl.m:'m;

Tnwad, op e xiled. or i any manner roy el oF ( v
::?‘hi:lri-. :lwlru. li?ﬂlﬂl:'lh bud by the law ¢f the L
3 Etliot's Debates,

North Carolina and Rhode Tsland each proposed
the same clause, (4 Kilol's Db, 213 1 b, 31.)
New York proposed a diffurent proyision :

her own ill of rights, namely, that * all men sre
h:ru equally free und ‘mlcpan!-nl," but containing | mentioned

rmuurl that the = ) (S M
ol Decennial | Rop Threo-ifihs | Regroscnta-
period, tive wumber. | and of sluves. (tives firalaves.
1780 — 140 F 4878 13
1800 — 510 28000 135,80 n
1510 = 520 EalLl TIHIG 20
120 — 1530 A0 00 el A 2
IR0 — 1540 A0700 1,50 418 ]
1840 — 1550 47,680 AU LD al

From this table it appears that In the very first
Congress, If the Conventlon based their m-l
apportionment upon anything like a correct nle
of the population, there must have been at least ten
Representatives of slaves, and that in the second
Congress there were thireen, It was im

that the Influence of this representation should not
be felt, 1t was natural, though it does seem 1o have
been anticipated, that the unity of the slave interest,
strengthened Ii(y this nceession of p power,
ihuuﬁl gradunlly weaken the public sentiment
uwdi!? the national poliey ngainst wlavery.

Well, sir, oeension was not long wanting to test
the dispositions of ml-‘ in this . At an
enrly perlod of the nenslon of the u(}om
titlons were presented from the S of .
rn. Philadelphin, New York, and from s
vania Abolition Saclety, of which n
was the President, praying Congress 1o take such
mensures ss the Conatitution would permit to dis-
countenance and discournge slavery and the slave
trade. A similar sddress had been made by a depu-
tntion of Friends to the Congress of the Confedera-
'h'bwu":uic LR e

1 t, though C ¥ no
e bysct, win bliged to decling TSXIAE Sueh
notion as was desired.* The petitions now
ware not trented with similar consideration.
were, however, received and reforred, and in due
time a report wae made. In this the limite of
the powers of Congress over the s 18 of slavery
and the sluve. tradé wers earefully defined. In
to sluvery in the Stutes, It cxpressed the ful
W ganfidence In the wisdom snd humanity of the

of | Legisiatures, that they would revise their laws from

no Lo time, whon necessary, the objects
! in the mm"m measure
that may tend to the hppl-uul‘ ves ;" and, in
regard 1o slavery within the of the legitimate
action of Congross, it cone with the wing
expresslon :

--n..:u-'mmd:rmuw Illtw
whieli ihe mihority exleniin, ; x

clue it for ila humane ‘I.:.d' u'iﬂ" .”Hu. -m
can romaled on ne ustice, hu
ey, o g ety e Do Cong 'O Bur , 1465

* Thn Barin o, or disseined | 'This report wos sssalled with grest vehe
of ht uhuu‘,‘xhr:en:rhd‘tko:'MJ hh';rmll:t« -M'I.Iy the members from Carolina
" iie, libsrty, us praperty, but by due process uf who denounced the petl o and thelr
T "e) Beltiof's Debice, not sparing even Franklin,
These various propositions eame before Congreas, much in the siyle of later duys, The African
and that body, at it first session, agreed upon seve- | glayve-trade itsell came in for a and
ral aimendments to the Constiution, which were sub- | yindiestion,
sequently ratified by the Sintes, w 1t wan apparent that there was a majority ll
lﬂpuﬂﬂl‘lligh‘lf'llllplull“m favor gngpa;';"buu “n:wn n:‘n:'
hensive words : objoc
“ N o =+ uhall be of life, it t unother, until the report was reduced 1o
mr””'[«i!f’::""' without due m..“—(h ¥ m ‘lons: First, w*m
nil., Art. b, tlon not be prohibited 1808. Becond,
e ST B | o e s B
e
mu&m that is to mulu Third, o.s-ﬁmumuwmm
laws, the —Nﬂbl the nited
trol and vido
Ie _ztl
Congress

Y s ., 074 ; wee Wiao Cong. Globe 1848-%,
Appon B, Speech o Hon. Jouh 4. DIx
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